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CHURCH NEWS 

Gatership course!  Thirty-two people took part in the Basic Christianity course taught by Pastor Dave for one hour before worship three 
times in September.  The next part of the membership process will be the Gatership course—focusing on the importance of being part of a 
church body as well as the vision & values of The Gate.  Pastor Dave is writing that course now and will make it available in January. 
 

New Youth Blog Mel Genova has added a youth blog to our web site.  Lots of stuff goin’ on there.  It’s intended for those who are in high 
school and is the brain child of our youth group that meets on Thursdays.  Give it a look.   
 

Financial position As our baby church grows up we are becoming more financially independent.  God has blessed us with the giving of our 
people that has increased as our funding has dropped off.  We’re getting closer and closer to being self-supporting, so please continue 
your generous giving for God’s purposes through the vision of The Gate! 
 
Crop Walk Twelve Gaters participated in the CROP Walk on October 5, to help give people overseas the tools they need to provide food & 
water for themselves.  The overall 
support from churches was up 
from last year.  Praise God! 
 
Columbiana Labor Day Parade  
Twenty people from The Gate 
helped to hand out 500 visors.  
Daryl Miller’s brother let us use 
and decorate the float with the 
“American Idle” theme from our 
September series, and he also 
pulled it with his rather large 
pickup.  Our worship team played 
from the float as well, and the 
crowd loved it.  Pam Tabak set 
this all up as well as the table we 
had in the tent for the fair.   

Upcoming Events 
Way Station Thanksgiving Dinnerς Our friends at The Way Station have a similar vision to ours of 
bringing as many people as we can into our fellowship of hope.  A Thanksgiving dinner will be held on    
Nov 26 at their building beginning at 1 pm.  They will feed 500 people this year.  They need volunteers 
to serve as well as donate, cook and carve 20lb turkeys.  Let us know of your willingness to be involved 
vie the communication card on Sunday morning. 
 
Columbiana Thanksgiving Serviceς Churches in Columbiana will meet the night before Thanksgiving for 
our annual celebration.  It begins at 7pm on Nov 26 and will be held at 1st Presbyterian Church. 
 
Thanksgiving Donut give-away– We’ll be giving away donuts again this year as a “thank you” 
to those who work on Thanksgiving.  We’ll be going to police & fire station, drug stores, grocery stores 
and any other place that is open for business.  A couple of our LifeGroups are already signed up for this 
as their missions project, but anybody can join in.  Let us know by communication card on Sunday 
morning if you’d like to be involved this year.  We meet @ 9am and it takes about 1 hour. 

A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
 We’ve just begun our second year as a church.  God has blessed us in 
amazing ways.  We’ve had ups and downs like almost any other new church, but 
we’re well on our way to reaching 200 people in attendance by the end of our 2nd 
year—a milestone agreed upon by church planting experts as significant for 
churches in cities over 30,000 people (Columbiana is under 7,000).  The biggest 
highlight has to be the baptisms that took place on August 31.  It was significant 
because it was the first baptism gathering for The Gate and, even more personally, it 
was the first baptism I had ever done.  Kim Wetzl, Jennifer Kudler and my daughter 
Jessica all made a public proclamation of their faith in Jesus Christ.  
More good news: there are others waiting to be baptized as well! 
 This is the reason we work hard to get this ministry going.  
This is what Jesus called us to do—and we are doing it.  It wouldn’t 
have happened without the support of Converge MidAtlantic, those 
who have given generously of their finances and the prayers and 
support of The Gate attendees themselves.  And you know what?  
God is very, very pleased.  We’ve actually pleased God!  That is living 
life to the fullest extent. 

New Streaming Audio! 
 Going Purple was our sermon 
series for October as we looked to 
invite people to our church to 
discover what God thinks about 
church and politics and asked the 
question: Is God Republican or 
Democrat?   
 We invested in a 10.000 piece 
mailer to invite people to be our 
guests at the High School or to hear 
the teaching from Sunday morning 
online at our web site.  Our site was 
updated just in time to offer digital 
audio recordings to upload.  This is 
just another way to give people 
who aren’t sure about church 
another way to gain some insight 
on what we’re about so that they 
might be more comfortable joining 
us at the High School some day.  
Theses and all future messages can 
be accessed from our Media Page 
on the site. 


