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CHURCH NEWS 

Basic Christianity course!  The membership process at The Gate is taking form nicely.  The first aspect will be conducted the first three 
weeks of September on Sunday morning before worship begins.  From 8:45τ9:45, those who sign up will meet with Pastor Dave and Don 
Emch to discover the basic concepts of Christianity including the plan of salvation and what it means to maintain an ongoing relationship 
with Jesus.  This course will be conducted at least three times a  year and is not restricted to those who are seeking membership. 
 

LifeGroups Re-launch  September will be the sign-up time for our new LifeGroups which will be in a new Semester format.  Get ready for a 
Christian living experience that will change the way you think about small groups! 
 

Summer Giving Gater giving has been fantastic!  Please continue to remember The Gate over the summer months so that we can stay 
afloat during a traditionally difficult time for church finances. 

. . Show me your faith without 
ŘŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ 

what I do.  
James  2:18 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ȅŜǘΣ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ  ƎŀǘƘŜǊ 
on Sunday mornings just marking 
time until the Lord returns.  Our 
Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
proactiveΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
for it. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
look into the proactive aspects of 
what it means to be a Christian as 
described in the Bible.  What we do 
says a lot about who we are.  Can 
we really call ourselves a church if 
we have nothing to do with the 
needy in our community, or the 
unsaved around us?  What about 
those who promote viewpoints in 
opposition to Jesus Christ? 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ŜŀǎȅΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ 
find them in the Bible and then do 
something novel: ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Řƻ 
what the Bible says.  Join us as we 
continue to refine our faith by 
obeying Jesus Christ, no matter 
how radical it will be! 

Upcoming Events 
BaptismτOur first baptism gathering will be on Sunday, August 31 @ 4 pm at Bruce & Debbie 
9ǾŀƴǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ .ƻŀǊŘƳŀƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ŏƻƻƪ ƻǳǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ 
church, so all Gaters and their friends/family are welcome.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ!  The 
requirement for being baptized?: believe in Jesus Christ.  So, wanna take the plunge? 
 

The Gate Give The final Gate Give will be August 29, though we may add another for the end of 
September.  Pam Tabak has a sign-up available during coffee time or you can email me Pastor Dave 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ tŜǇǎƛ 
ƻǊ /ƻƪŜ ƛƴ мн ƻǊ нп ǇŀŎƪǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¢ƘŜ DƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΗ 
 

Columbiana Street FairτSeptember 4-6τ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜƴǘ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
offer games kids can play for free with prizes.  Those from The Gate who live in Columbiana can 
provide valuable service to our church by manning the table.  Familiar faces are a great pull!  
 

Columbiana Labor Day Parade ς September 4 τ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΦ  
This year our give-ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ ƭƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
tossing out little toy frogs.  As a teacher of elementary school children for many years, Pam Tabak 
has experience enough to know that this is what kids go for! 

A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ your faith?  The process of our salvation is an intriguing thing.  
We are instantaneously saved from the punishment of eternal death when we 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǎƛƴΦ  ¸ŜǘΣ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ 
Testament gives indication that there is more to life than just avoiding death.   
 
The first chapter of 1st Peter tells us that the exercise of faith that we initially put in 
Christ is to be continuously refined allowing us to be more and more like Jesus.  
{ƻƳŜŘŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ IƛƳΤ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ 
of this world.  We call that heaven.  Peter encourages us to constantly pursue the 
refining process so that our faith is strengthened enabling us to experience to a 
greater extent that awesome reward for our faith right now, before we get to heaven.  

When we treat our salvation as a single event with only a future reward we miss out on a very 
important fact: we can receive in greater measure every day the very purpose of our faithτthe 
salvation of our souls (verse 9). 
 
hǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ǾǎΦ {ǘŜŜƭŜǊ ƎŀƳŜǎ 
ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘΦ  LΩƭƭ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ ƧŜǊǎŜȅ ǿƘŜƴ 
L ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǎǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
product of a small country.  The goal of our enthusiasm is the 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ όŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ǘƻƻ ƘƛƎƘΣ ƭƛƪŜ 
a championship or something) to the point that we are acting it out 
right nowτexperiencing some of the excitement that is the aim of our 
support of this great band of men before they even take the field. 
 
Those of us who exercise their faith in Jesus Christ by being proactive 
in experiencing heaven now are His authentic fans.  Even the angels 
are intrigued by how God rewards our faith even now (vs. 12).  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭŜǎǘ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘΦ  !ǘ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΦ Anticipation 


