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Kim Wetzl — Worship Leader 

A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
 Jeff and Jennifer Kudler are friends of ours from The Gate.  Jeff and his 
brother, Vince, own Majestic International, a company in New Waterford, OH 

that manufactures amusement park 
rides.  What a gig!   The Kudlers invited 
us to a very cool get together the 
morning of the 4th of July.  Every so 
often after a ride has been built or 
upgraded, Jeff and Jennifer invite 
friends to help them test ride the 
equipment.  Cool, huh?  So, for about 1 
1/2 hours we drove bumper carsτ
nonstop.  What a blast!  No lines.  No tickets to buy.  
Just fun, fun, fun! 
 This made me wonder what the Kudler kids 
do for fun.  If Kassie, Jason and Sean do this on a 
regular basis, do they 

still go to amusement parks during summer vacation?  Does their 
5ŀŘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ 
ride or are they dulled to the pleasures that average people 
travel great distances and spend large amounts of money and 
ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΚ  aŀȅōŜ LΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ 
 As we approach the start of our second year at The Gate 
a sense of anticipation is building among the Gaters.  The past 
two Sundays there were congregations of 96 and 100 for 
worship.  We had hoped to stay above 70 to get us through a 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳƎƘŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
existence.  Yet, God continues to bless us with new guests and 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ 
Gate, a vision that is becoming even more clear during the summer months. 

 Our new membership 
process and LifeGroup systems 
will be in place by September to 
enable us to assimilate those God 
is sending our way.  Additional 
leadership has stepped up.  Other 
church planters have noted that 
The Gate has achieved critical 
mass: enough people and 
momentum to spark exponential 
growth.  Get ready friends.     
 The Kudler kids are 
DŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ride only entices them to seek even greater experiences.   

CHURCH NEWS 

New High School Ministry!  There are some great young people in our 
church and Mel will hook up with them over the summer as they begin 
to form this vital ministry in our church.  They meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of the month.  Give Mel a shout on Sunday for more info. 
 

Web Site LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘΣ Ǉŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜΦ  aŀƴȅ 
more upgrades are planned over the summer,  
including audio recordings of Sunday worship. 
 

Summer Giving Gater giving has been fantastic!  
Please continue to remember The Gate over the 
summer months so that we can stay afloat during a 
traditionally difficult time for church finances. 
 

Next Series: Changed Paul guides a slave owner 
about how, as a Christian, he is to deal with a 
runaway slave.  Join us as we explore the difference 
Christianity can make by looking into the tiny book 
of Philemon following the How to be Rich series. 

Sorting Party 
 The Way Station is a non-profit 
organization in Columbiana that gives 

food, clothing and household 
items to families in need.  
Pastor Dave recently met the 
founder, Jim Couchenour, to 
find out more and to see how 
The Gate could get involved.  
There is a great need for 
volunteers to sort 
donated items so 

that people in need can have 
access to them in the store. 
 Eleven people from 
The Gate had a sorting party 
one Wednesday evening in 
July to help out.  Kelly 
Weyand, the director, opened 
up for us and we had a blast helping in 
this way.  More sorting parties and other 
service opportunities will be scheduled in 
the future.  The ultimate goal of The Way 
Station is to let people know about Jesus 

and get them 
into a Christian 
Community. 
 ²ŜΩǊŜ 
all for that. 
 

Upcoming Events 
BaptismτOur first baptism gathering will be on Sunday, August 
31, at a place to be announced.  New Christians and older 
Christians alike are welcome give witness in this way to the 
difference Jesus Christ has made.  Let Pastor Dave know if you 
are interested in participating in the momentous occasion! 
 

The Gate Give The premier of The Gate Give ǿŜƴǘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
added a couple more to the calendar on the following Fridays:  
July 25 and August 29. 
 

Camp Burton Family Camp Pastor Dave, Vanda and the kids will 
be attending Family Camp at Camp Burton from August 10-15.  It 
is a great time of fun for the whole family.  Visit 
www.campburton.org  
 

Vacation Bible School Don and Gretchen Emch have offered 
their home and their giftedness with children to enable us to 
hold a VBS once a week this summer.  Get in touch with Vanda 
or Gretchen on Sunday morning or call Vanda: (330) 726-8767. 
 

Columbiana Street FairτSeptember 4-6τThe Gate will once 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜƴǘ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƪƛŘǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
free with prizes.  Those from The Gate who live in Columbiana 
can provide valuable service to our church by manning the table.  
Familiar faces are a great pull! 
 

Columbiana Labor Day Parade ς September 4 τ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
have a float for the annual parade.  Last year we tossed out 
beach balls & candy.  This year our give-away will be visors with 
¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ ƭƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŎŀƴŘȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
tossing out little toy frogs.  As a teacher of elementary school 
children for many years, Pam Tabak has experience enough to 
know that this is what kids go for! 

Jeff Kudler & Becky Wehr watch the fun  

Jennifer lets Zach drive.   

Jess canôt believe her luck! 


