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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
Golf tournaments are a great way to raise 

funds for great causes.  A few weeks back my 
buddy, Dave Scull, invited me to play with his 
team to benefit our district’s awesome camp—
Camp Burton.  Dave is the camp director as well 
as the associate minister of camping and youth 
ministries at Converge Mid-Atlantic, our district 
office.  He also happens to be a real live golf pro! 

I stink at golf, but for this tournament, each 
team of four played “best ball” - the greatest 
invention in all of amateur sports.  In turn, each 
player hits their ball from the same spot and as a team choose 
the best shot of the four as the one to keep as the team’s shot.  
What a set-up!  My shots were a bit better than usual because 
I was on Dave’s team.  He would always hit after the rest of us, 
so we could confidently swing away without being afraid of the 
consequences.  Dave was there to clean things up.  When you 
swing with confidence you swing much better. 

After the Resurrection, Jesus charged the newly-promoted 
apostles with the great task of 
being His warriors for Truth in a 
dark world and followed it up 
with: “And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the 
age. (Matt. 28:20)”  Jesus was 
telling them that He would be 
there to clean up for any mistakes 
they would make along the way 
so that they could have 
confidence in whatever they did 
for His cause.  Jesus was telling 
them to swing away—and swing 
they did! 
          We didn’t always use Dave’s 
shot.  He’s also a great teacher 
and helped all of our games along 
the way.  On the 9th hole, Dave 

showed us how to properly hit a wedge shot from about 50 
yards.  All three of our shots landed within 10 feet of the hole, 
and all three were closer to the hole than Dave’s shot.  I think 
Dave was more pleased than the rest of us. 

When you swing with confidence you swing much better.  
If God’s calling you to do something, He’s more pleased than 
anybody to watch you swing away! 

Get Involved! 
 Do you have a passion for worship?  Kim Wetzl is very 
interested in expanding how we worship to include dance, 
drama or anything else.  The Audio/Visual team is also growing 
and welcoming those who want to participate.  Give Kim a shout 
on Sunday if you’re interested in the Worship Team. 
 Maybe hospitality is your thing?  We always need 
people whom God has gifted with the ability to make people feel 
welcome through greeting, food/coffee prep or anything else.  
Let Emma Glaeser know! 
 Todd Oshiro is our tear-down/set-up guy.  Just a couple 
of guys who are willing to use their muscles for a few minutes  
after worship can greatly improve our clean-up time! 
 It is our desire to get people plugged in to ministry not 
just because that’s how things get done, but because through 
service people get a sense of belonging—even if it’s only serving 
in little ways.  Here’s your chance . . . Get involved! 

CHURCH NEWS 

Marty & Rachel Suarez will be travelling to Peru on a missions trip with 
Mission Outfitter.  Rachel has been to Guatemala two times before 
with this ministry, but Marty is excited about his first time experience 
with short term missions.  They leave the week of June 5 and return on 
June 14.  They will be ministering on a team of 30 people who will 
provide free medical and dental service, program ministry for kids, and 
they’ll actually build them an orphanage.  Please pray for their safe 
travel and for the Holy Spirit to bless them and those they come in 
contact with.   
 
aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ /ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ Proverbs 31:31 ends the 
book of wisdom by instructing us to give a wife of 
noble character the reward she has earned.  
What better reward for a woman is there than 
chocolate?  So, our kids handed out Hershey bars 
to the moms at the end of worship on Mothers’ 
Day.  Enjoy, moms.  You’ve earned it! 
 
Blogs 
Our web site is getter better and better!  Pastor Dave and Kim Wetzl 
each have a blog page on our web site that has just been made active 
this month.  People are free to respond to Sunday teachings, to blog 
entries by Dave and Kim or to make an observation about our church or 
our faith.  You don’t have to be a member of The Gate to jump in on a 
discussion, and you certainly don’t have to agree with viewpoints.   
Thanks, Daryl and Kim, for working so hard on getting this done. 
 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΗ At this year’s Converge Mid-Atlantic Annual Leadership 
Conference held at the Cleveland Airport Sheraton Hotel on May 16-17, 
The Gate was officially recognized as a member of this fantastic district 
of churches.  Praise God! 
 
Matching Grant We have one more month of the matching grant that 
the MBC has offered to us.  Each month up to $600 donated by people 
other than Gaters (people who attend The Gate) will be matched to 
help us to continue our efforts in this very important first year of our 
church.  Please send in your contributions directly to The MBC office or 
to “The Gate” at the above address, with “The Gate Matching funds” in 
the memo.  Thanks for your support! 

Upcoming Events 
The Gate Give On Friday, May 30, a group of Gaters 
will be out in the market place once again to let people 
know about God’s love.  Our goal is to hand out 1,000 
cans of Coke, absolutely free, at two major 
intersections in Columbiana.  Attached to the cans will 
be a card that simply says “Thirsty?” with our The Gate 
web address on it.  It’s hard to believe that people can get things for 
nothing in our world today.  Maybe this will make people to be thirsty 
for something far greater that Jesus wants to give for free? 
 

Plugged-In Lunch We have another lunch scheduled for June 1.  Anyone 
who can bring a lunch to be plugged in and enjoyed on that day, please 
let Paula Miller know or sign up at the table in the Commons. 
 

Camp Burton Family Camp Pastor Dave, Vanda and the kids will be 
attending Family Camp at Camp Burton from August 10-15.  It is a great 
time of fun for the whole family.  Visit www.campburton.org  
 

Vacation Bible School Don and Gretchen Emch have offered their home 
and their giftedness with children to enable us to hold a VBS once a 
week this summer.  We’re still in the planning stages, so those 
interested in helping out, please get in touch with Vanda or Gretchen. 
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