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A Quick Though(Pastor Dave)

It was a bit disturbing to find a card in my

suitcase after returning home from the airport
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It will come as no surprise to those who
have been in worship the past few weeks that the [EEss
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NOTICE OF
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through my suitcase! |
felt violated. You can tell
a lot about a person from
their suitcase, you know.
My immediate response
was to resent the
intrusion. The intruder was certainly
someone who had found gratification
in the authority given them to invade
my privacy as part of the process that
already inconvenienced me by makin
me take off my shoes and belt to wal
through the metal detector. How
humiliating!
People their

on spiritual

. journey have baggage that needs tg be

Phone: 866.289.9673 (toll free)

Email: TSA-ContactCenter@dhs.gov

Smart Security Saves Time

was very brief.
extremely well.

. Christianbooks.com.

set forward through the rules He had given (i.e. The
Ten Commandments, etc.). The New Testament way g
of doing things is different. Jesus came because the
Old Testament f)eople ﬁroved that people simply are
incapable of fulfilling the Law (akat the rules). But,
even though Christians are saved by faith, we so
easily fall back into the Old Testament way of doing
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measure up to all those rules. .
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allows us to live life in the freedom that Jesus Christ gives us by
renouncing the shame that comes with the failures that we struggle
with. This is a very encou,ragm and Ilfe-changlng perspective on
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since 2004t around $6. You can find it on Amazon.com or
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church before. Maybe faith is difficult
because of past expectations or an
unhealth%/ family relationship. David
shared the need to let God into our
deepest places: Search me, O God, a
know my heart; test me and know n
anxious thoughts. See if there is &
offensive way in me, and lead me in t
way everlasting (Psalm 139: 23-24).
My disturbance with the
Transportation Security Administration

They were doing their job, a job they do
Because of them, my family and | are safe

when we travel. The way | see it, If the intrusion is too much

final

for You, then travel by car. . tt
destination, but the journey will be much more difficult.

Ultimately, you will get to your

Get Involved!

Do you have a passion for worship? Kim Wetzlis very interested
in expanding how we worship to include dance, drama or anything else.
The Audio/Visual team is also growing and welcoming those who want to
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of the Worship Team.

Maybe hosgitality is P/our thing? We alwa]ys need people whom
God has gifted with the ability to make people feel welcome through
greeting, food/coffee prep or anything else. Let Emma Glaeseknow! _
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a couple of guys who are willing to use their muscles for a few minutes
after worship can greatly improve our clean-up time!

It is qur desire tg get people plugged in to ministry not just
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chance . .. Get involved!

CHURCH NEWS

Volleyball Tournament On Sunday, April 20, Columbiana High School was crowded with hundreds

of people who came for the annual volleyball tournament for 15 yr. old girls. The organizers of the
tournament were concerned that they would be invading our space and were very gracious in
respecting our worship time. But, we encouraged them to make as much noise as the

because there was a good chance that we woul

praised God like never before, and dozens of curious ﬁeople poked their heads in to see what was

be louder than them! We opened the

wanted
oors and

-Dave Knickerbocker
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going on. Onlz_ two of them joined us, but Jesus Christ was proclaimed. And, it was_the best .
attended worship of qur existence: 114 geopleé y2u O2dzyuAy3dI 0KS OdzNA2dza O2yuAydSyu U
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closer to our next goal o?/15_0 people so that we can again Move The Rope! We also gave the National Honor Society $150 to buy drinks for
whoever ﬁurchased something to eat from their concession stand as a sign of good faith to our co-occupants for the day. It was a pleasure

toserve t

em in that way!

BGC/MBC has been renamethe Gate is a non-denominational church, but we belong to an association of churches that, until a couple of
weeks ago, was called The Baptist General Conferenoationally, and our district was called the Mideast Baptist ConferenceAfter much
prayer and searching, the name is now Converge Worldwideand our district is Converge MidAtlantic. Nothing about our beliefs have
changed. This move shows the overarching desire to reach people for Jesus Christ by removing any barriers that may prevent them from
further investigation of our churches. Visit www.bgcmideast.com to learn more about the movement that sparked the birth of The Gate!

Matchin% GrantWe have two more months of the matching grant that the MBC has offered to us. Each month up to $600 donated by
people other than Gaters (people whq attend The Gate) will be matched to help us to continue our efforts in this vergmporgarlt first year of
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