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CHURCH NEWS 

Volleyball Tournament  On Sunday, April 20, Columbiana High School was crowded with hundreds 
of people who came for the annual volleyball tournament for 15 yr. old girls.  The organizers of the 
tournament were concerned that they would be invading our space and were very gracious in 
respecting our worship time.  But, we encouraged them to make as much noise as they wanted 
because there was a good chance that we would be louder than them!  We opened the doors and 
praised God like never before, and dozens of curious people poked their heads in to see what was 
going on.  Only two of them joined us, but Jesus Christ was proclaimed.  And, it was the best 
attended worship of our existence: 114 people όƴƻǘ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōƻƭǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎύΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƛnching ever 
closer to our next goal of 150 people so that we can again Move The Rope!  We also gave the National Honor Society $150 to buy drinks for 
whoever purchased something to eat from their concession stand as a sign of good faith to our co-occupants for the day.  It was a pleasure 
to serve them in that way! 
 
BGC/MBC has been renamed! The Gate is a non-denominational church, but we belong to an association of churches that, until a couple of 
weeks ago, was called The Baptist General Conference nationally, and our district was called the Mideast Baptist Conference.  After much 
prayer and searching, the name is now Converge Worldwide, and our district is Converge Mid-Atlantic.  Nothing about our beliefs have 
changed.  This move shows the overarching desire to reach people for Jesus Christ by removing any barriers that may prevent them from 
further investigation of our churches.   Visit www.bgcmideast.com to learn more about the movement that sparked the birth of The Gate! 
 
Matching Grant We have two more months of the matching grant that the MBC has offered to us.  Each month up to $600 donated by 
people other than Gaters (people who attend The Gate) will be matched to help us to continue our efforts in this very important first year of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ a./ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ Dŀte Matching 
ŦǳƴŘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΗ 

A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
It was a bit disturbing to find a card in my 

suitcase after returning home from the airport 
following a recent trip.  Nestled among my 
ǳƴƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘ άbƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
.ŀƎƎŀƎŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴέΦ  {ƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ 

through my suitcase!  I 
felt violated.  You can tell 
a lot about a person from 
their suitcase, you know.  
My immediate response 
was to resent the 
intrusion.  The intruder was certainly 
someone who had found gratification 
in the authority given them to invade 
my privacy as part of the process that 
already inconvenienced me by making 
me take off my shoes and belt to walk 
through the metal detector.  How 
humiliating! 
 People on their spiritual 
journey have baggage that needs to be 
ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΦ  aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘǳǊǘ ōȅ 
church before.  Maybe faith is difficult 
because of past expectations or an 
unhealthy family relationship.  David 
shared the need to let God into our 
deepest places: Search me, O God, and 
know my heart; test me and know my 
anxious thoughts.  See if there is any 
offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting (Psalm 139: 23-24).
 My disturbance with the 
Transportation Security Administration 

was very brief.  They were doing their job, a job they do 
extremely well.  Because of them, my family and I are safe 
when we travel.  The way I see it, If the intrusion is too much 
for you, then travel by car.  Ultimately, you will get to your 
final destination, but the journey will be much more difficult. 

¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΩǎ hŦŦ (Dr. Larry Crabb) 
 It will come as no surprise to those who 
have been in worship the past few weeks that the 
ōƻƻƪ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǎ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΩǎ hŦŦ.  
Dr. Crabb describes the Old Testament way of 
relating to God as striving to live up to the standard 
set forward through the rules He had given (i.e. The 
Ten Commandments, etc.).  The New Testament way 
of doing things is different.  Jesus came because the 
Old Testament people proved that people simply are 
incapable of fulfilling the Law (akaτthe rules).  But, 
even though Christians are saved by faith, we so 
easily fall back into the Old Testament way of doing 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
measure up to all those rules. 
 The subtitle is: ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ! bŜǿ ²ŀȅ ¢ƻ [ƛǾŜ.  The Law of Liberty 
allows us to live life in the freedom that Jesus Christ gives us by 
renouncing the shame that comes with the failures that we struggle 
with.  This is a very encouraging and life-changing perspective on 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƘŜŀǇ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ 
since 2004τaround $6.  You can find it on Amazon.com or 
Christianbooks.com.                                               -Dave Knickerbocker 

Get Involved! 
 Do you have a passion for worship?  Kim Wetzl is very interested 
in expanding how we worship to include dance, drama or anything else.  
The Audio/Visual team is also growing and welcoming those who want to 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ  DƛǾŜ YƛƳ ŀ ǎƘƻǳǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ 
of the Worship Team. 
 Maybe hospitality is your thing?  We always need people whom 
God has gifted with the ability to make people feel welcome through 
greeting, food/coffee prep or anything else.  Let Emma Glaeser know! 
 Todd Oshiro is our tear-Řƻǿƴ Ǝǳȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  Wǳǎǘ 
a couple of guys who are willing to use their muscles for a few minutes  
after worship can greatly improve our clean-up time! 
 It is our desire to get people plugged in to ministry not just 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
get a sense of belongingτŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŀȅǎΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
chance . . . Get involved! 


