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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
 άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦ  .ǳǘΣ L Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ ¢± Φ Φ Φέ 
¸ƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘΦ  ! ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨтлΩǎ 

commercial starts his sales pitch for a pain relief product by 
letting people know that his opinion is only qualified by 
someone he pretends to be.  All those years ago as a child it 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ LΩƳ 
sure: ǎƻΣ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦ   
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ 

runner.  But, I 
pretend to be 
one in this 
picture. 
aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ 

my physique.  
aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
choice of jogging 
attire.  Or, 
ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
lack of sweat or 
double chin that 
indicate to 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΥ 
ƴƻōƻŘȅΩǎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƧƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƛǇǎΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǎ ǎƛƭƭȅ ŀ 
people choosing their pain medication based on the advice of 
a fake doctor. 
²ƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ 

unchurched ignore our message.  We like to pretend that we 
have it all together τ never making mistakes and confidently 
ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  LΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΥ 
People who are searching for Truth can tell that that  picture 
is a fake.  And, unlike people who were gaga over the charms 
of the doctor wanna-be from the commercial, our approach to 
living a full will not be accepted as valid by those who know a 
staged picture when they see one. 

Jesus called out the Pharisees on just the same thing.  He 
called them white-washed tombs that looked perfect on the 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻƴŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ όaŀǘǘ 
23:27); the polar opposite of living life to the full.  I have a 
ƘǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ hƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ 
accurate picture of who they really were. 

CHURCH NEWS 
New Web Site  Kim Wetzl and Daryl Miller have worked very hard to 
redesign and implement our new, better improved web site.  We still 

have the same address but it looks far 
better and hits the bulls- eye for our 
target group!  Kim designed the layout 
to look as awesome as everything else 
she does.  Daryl is a Godsend as well!  
He is the IT (computer tech guy) for the 
Crestview School District who has been 
coming to The Gate with his equally 
fantastic wife, Paula, since launch day.  
Daryl has spent his time and expertise 
ƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ YƛƳΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
put on the website with all the bells 
and whistles that make a web site 
attractive and relevant.  Audio copies 
of the messages from Sunday morning 

will be available for downloading very soon, and the interactive map 
for giving people directions to our church is an invaluable tool.  What a 
great way to let people see what our church is about before they visit! 
 
NETWORK COURSE  Our first Network course since the launch of The 
Gate has just finished.   From the start we have been anxious to see 
who God draws to our church because we believe that He determines 
our identity, not us.  The Network course is a six-week program that 
teaches Christians about Spiritual gifts, their personal style and helps 
determine their God-given passion for ministry.  The passions and 
ƎƛŦǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
with the rest of the group.  Well, the group that just finished (nine 
people) is overwhelmingly focused on helping the needy in our 
community and around the world for the purpose of sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ!  So, you can look forward to a strong emphasis 
on this in our church over the next few months as we work on 
discovering where God is leading! 
 

Matching Grant We have three more months of the matching grant 
that the MBC has offered to us.  Each month up to $600 donated by 
people other than Gaters (people who attend The Gate) will be 
matched to help us to continue our efforts in this very important first 
year of our church.  Please send in your contributions directly to The 
a./ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ 
aŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΗ 

Easter Is Coming! 
 Easter is awesome for a couple of reasons.  The obvious: we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, that one act in history that changed everything for 
us!  The second is the compulsion unchurched people have for attending church 
on this day.  What a great opportunity to share why Jesus makes such a 
difference in our lives.  What holiday is better geared to help share that 
message?! 

!ǘ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
about Jesus this Easter.  This ad on the left (created by our super-talented 
worship leader.  Thanks, Kim!) will be in the Morning Journal the previous two 
Saturdays, Palm Sunday, Wednesday and Good Friday the week before Easter 
to invite people to the Columbiana High School in a setting that may be more 
comfortable to some than a traditional church.  Yes, people can still feel 
comfortable wearing jeans to church.  Many will also opt to dress up nice for 
9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΥ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΗ 

During worship we will be handing out Your Spiritual 
Journey guides that help people to identify where they are on their Spiritual 

Journey using a seven-ǎǘŀƎŜŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ άbƻǘ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘέ ǘƻ άaŀƪƛƴƎ !ƴ LƳǇŀŎǘέΦ  Lǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊmine 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ мрл ǇŜople to worship 
on Easter Day and that someone hears the Truth and responds favorably!  


