
CHURCH NEWS 
The Network — Spiritual Gifts are God’s way of equipping 
believers to fulfill the mission He has given us.  The 
Network course is a Willow Creek study we’ll be using to 
educate Gaters to discover how God has uniquely gifted 
them and how we can put this supernatural ability to use 
at The Gate.  It is a six week study that will be held on 
Wednesday evenings (6:30 pm) starting January 23.    
 
Christmas Eve Caroling—Twelve Gaters gathered on 
Christmas Eve to wish three neighborhoods in 
Columbiana a merry Christmas.  As the carolers sang 
(thanks again to Bethany Davis for the great pictures!), 
others brought candy canes with a Christmas wish to 
every home within earshot.  It was a great way to give of 
ourselves to the community! 

 
 

Funding— God has provided once again!  The Mideast 
Baptist Conference has extended the Seed Money Grant 
through the first six months of 2008 in the form of a 
matching grant equaling $600/mo for all new gifts.  Please 
send your contribution to the address at the top of this 
page.  And, praise God for the financial commitment of 
The Gate congregation, who increased the offering from 
$4,200 in November to $6,000 in December.  We didn’t 
even have a five-Sunday December due to a weather 
cancellation.  Praise God! 
 
Plugged-In Lunch—We’ve set our first goal to Move-The-
Rope . . . February 3, 2008!  That means by January 27, 
we’ll have 100 people in worship.  It’s a lofty goal, but 
God’s in this business and we are confident He will use 
our efforts to His advantage.  To help, we’re having a 
Plugged-In lunch on Jan. 27 that will involve Gaters to 
bring a dish they can plug in (we 
can’t use the kitchen) so that 
lunch is simple, providing great 
opportunity for people to get 
plugged in to our church 
community.   

Mission One 
Have you ever thought “What is church for, anyway?”  In the 
1st ten weeks of 2008 we’re going to look at Acts 1-2 to learn 
the primary mission Jesus gave the apostles and then we’ll 
refer to 1st Corinthians 12-14 to see how to get the job 
done.  This is the natural next-step in our first-year quest to 
define our spiritual journey both individually and as a church. 
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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
 I love my country.  Our government, with all of its faults, is still the 
best in the world.  We put great effort into determining who will rule over us 
and value greatly the individual rights of all of our citizens.  So you can 
understand the shock I received while in the voting booth several years back.  
The Gate is not about politics because we believe that the Church Universal is 
charged with the sole mission of “campaigning” for a Ruler Who is already in 
power.  So, I’m not talking about a particular party or candidate.  My greatest 
concern about our political process can be summed up by a particular button I 
found while exercising my right to vote on that November morning. 
 All the candidates were listed neatly with their party clearly and 
boldly designated using colored labels.  My research had been done and 
decisions made before election day, so all I had to do was read the piece of 
paper I had prepared to remind me of my choices (there are lots of names to 
remember!).  While dutifully casting my votes, one option caught my eye.  It 
read: “Vote for all Republicans”.  All who would opt for this choice would save 
the effort of choosing all the Republicans individually by voting exclusively on 
party lines.  (Don’t get excited.  There was a button equally as offensive for the  

Democrats.)  That button signified the 
rejection of the very freedom on which our 
country was founded.  Those who selected 
that lever voluntarily gave away their right 
and obligation to intellectually participate in 
the process in exchange for the convenience 
of ignorance. 
 Maybe that’s why Paul was so 
concerned that the Galatians, who at one 
time had known the freedom of Christ, were 

giving themselves over to party lines (so to 
speak) by insisting on the Jewish regulation of circumcision that some 

of them didn’t really agree with: “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 
slavery (Galatians 5:1).”  Though Jesus had freed them from the regulations of 
the Law, they still sought to be legitimized by it at the prompting of those of 
influence who were campaigning in favor of that point of view.  Though they 
could choose for themselves (Paul wasn’t against circumcision, but viewed it as 
non-essential), the Galatians were letting the “party” decide for them.   
 The Spirit has thrilled The Gate with new insight into the significance 
and unlimited power of truth.  There is freedom in truth because we’re finding 
out that there are far less restrictions in the Bible than we had imagined.   God 
wants us to experience incredible living, not to be bogged down by regulations 
that aren’t from Him.  The rules God does give us are for the purpose of 
freeing us from ourselves to live the lives He has planned for us! Erwin 
McManus writes that with integrity comes courage.  Our striving to do church 
in its purest form has forced us to base what we do on the Bible, and we’re 
finding that courage comes much easier as a result. 
 It is possible to honestly prefer all of one party in an election.  If that 
ever happened to me, I imagine I would still put in the effort to choose each 
name individually in the voting booth.  There’s something in the process that 

makes my effort genuine. 

Prayer  

¶ ñPlugged-Inò Lunch (Jan 27) 

¶ Kenny Wehrôs eyes  

¶ Financial support 

¶ Thank God for all Heôs done! 

Financial Support  
Budget per month $9,592 

Current raised amount $6,884 

Needed   $2,708 


