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We Have Lift-off!
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worship service as Kim Wetzl welcomed 105 people to Columbiana High School!
Though there would be a HS reunion taking place, making it necessary for us to share coffee in the hallway, people of all ages
came to test the waters of this new church. The music was excellent, the First Impressions team went all out to the point of
meeting people at their cars with umbrella’s, and the children left their worship time pleading with their parents to allow them to
return next week. The launch team did an excellent job, and Jesus was glorified! Many people filled out a response card indicating
their interest in knowing more about our small groups and other aspects of the vision of The Gate. And, here’s the kicker: at least
one person accepted Jesus as Lord! There could have been no better outcome on that day! Let's all praise God and thank Him
for allowing us to be a part of His extraordinary plan!

As a precursor to the launch in the preceding week, Pam Tabak, our outreach leader for the launch team, organized our
church’s participation in both the Columbiana Labor Day Parade and in handing out balloons and tattoos from our table at the
Columbiana Street Fair. We gave out 500 tattoos and over 600 balloons. Now the hard work of assimilating new church members
into our small groups begins. Our small group leaders were keen on taking a baked goody to the homes of our guests by the end
of the next day to say “thank you for coming, and we hope you join us again!”

Thanks for all the prayer and financial support you have given to the launch team over the past several months. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave)

I'm a glutton for punishment. Want proof? I'm a Cleveland Browns fan. Yes, they were just pummeled by our state-
boarder rivals, the Pittsburgh St . . . St. .. St. .. (Sorry. I just can't bring myself to write down their name). But, as all good
Browns fans are accustomed to doing, I look forward to the dawning of a new day when the Browns make the playoffs again.
Obviously, excellent eyesight is required for such an outlook.

Over the summer months the launch team has been preparing to expect difficulties
to come our way through prayer and fasting. Satan knows what we are aiming to do and he
wants to prevent it by attacking the people who would be God’s voice. And, indeed, trials
have come. Two families have been hit with unexpected surgeries of a loved-one (one the
day before the launch!), one was forced to work on launch day despite being a part of the
launch team since last October, another has had a very difficult time at work, one family had
their home broken into and more than one family is experiencing financial difficulties.

But, this is all good news! If Satan thought we would be ineffective for the sake of
Jesus’ Christ, he wouldn’t waste his time on us. And, for those of you who correctly interject
here that God also brings trials our way, we can equally rejoice because we know He is doing
it for our own improvement, as noted in James Chapter 1.

Our launch team members are not gluttons for punishment, but they are people who strive to live life to the fullest extent
through faith in Jesus Christ, and we are willing to persevere to make it happen. Fortunately, eyesight in this regard hasn’t had to
be as remarkable as that of a Cleveland football fan. It's the dawning of a new Day, and God has rewarded our loyalty to Him,
and it looks like there are more blessings to come.

Thanks, launch team, for your incredible strength, prayer and willingness to live out the vision of The Gate!




