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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave)
For worship on July 8, the launch team, for the second time, went to various locations throughout Columbiana and North Lima
to pray for the unchurched in the marketplace (see last month’s newsletter). Rick Rupe sent me the journal he had written:
Bruce [Evans] and I drove south on Rt. 7 past Rt. 14, beyond the road that I was looking for leading to
Columbiana High School, our new home. We turned right about a mile farther down the road and discovered a grocery
store . . .The store was busy for Sunday morning and Bruce and I walked in and greeted several people as we prayed
about the location and those who shop there. One woman we spoke to . . . was friendly and wanted to know if we
would approve of a man and woman living together out of wedlock. I said that we do not judge others but the Bible
gives guidance for such things. She could have been in that relationship . . . From the grocery store we headed down
the road and discovered a baseball field filled with little leaguers and their supportive parents. We guessed that half of
the neighborhood was there, rather than at church. We prayed as we passed by, knowing that God must certainly
enjoy kids playing and learning teamwork skills, and the loving and caring parents who take the time—scheduling such
events is not easily done in this dual income busy world.
This is precisely what God is calling us to be in the world! One of our goals during these times is to pray that we see the
unchurched as Christ sees them. “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through Him (John 3:17).” We're not here to show approval or disapproval of anyone, but to show them God'’s love. Rick,
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The Launch team is broken down into sub-teams for each of the major
parade, as the kids launch aspects of the new church. The leaders are: Kim Wetzl—Worship; Rick
gﬁggy fgmhifEDt;a;‘ckE% r$1hae - Rupe—Small groups; Pam Tabak—Outreach; Emma Glaeser—First
Nadlia and Aidan greet onlookers from inside the truck. Impressions (Sunday Morning Hospitality) and Dave/Vanda Knick. —
Children’s Ministries. Securing ten more launch team members would give
us a great start. Please consider participating in God’s work in this way for just a few months. God will bless you for it!

I'm afraid there’s not much space to tell you all about the amazing advances in the coffee house concept shared last month.
I've been approached by supporters of The Gate who are familiar with this concept in other parts of the country, and have
hooked me up with a consultant who has helped set up several of them. We may arrange for an initial consult by him in August.
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