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Church News 
   We’ve hit another level in the church planting process!  On 

April 1, thirty-eight people came for our first pre-launch 

gathering at the Pine Lake Social Hall.  We will be meeting 
here each week until our public launch on Sept. 9.  The 

purpose of the pre-launch is to begin to establish the basics 
of our identity as a church and to grow our launch team to 

40 people by July 1.  We currently have 16 members.  The 

purpose of the Launch team is to plan for a successful public 
launch. 

   Check out our new web site at www.gatechurchlife.org!  
This is a great way for people who are thinking about joining 

us to see what we are striving for! 
   Thanks to those who responded our equipment request.  

We’ve received a microwave and a grill.  We still need sound 

equipment , a drum set and . . . More launch team members! 

Prayer 
 Praise God for a successful soft-launch 

 Securing South Range H.S.—Public Launch 

 The pre-Christians in North Lima 

 Kenny Wehr’s eyes  

 Support Raising (Both the Knick’s & Kim) 

 Launch Team Growth (24 new members!) 

Financial Support 
Budget per month $9,250 

Current raised amount $5,531 

Needed   $3,719 

The 

   VindiVindiclaimclaimerer 
News of The Gate Church, North Lima, OH 

A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 
 Today I sit in the second floor bedroom/office in my home 

working on this issue of the Vindiclaimer.  In the halls below are five 

children - my three and two of their friends from the neighborhood -
celebrating a birthday.  It is two days after Easter and school is out for 

the week; a week that finds parents everywhere struggling for things to 
occupy the energies of their children.  My wife, once again exercising 

her powers of ingenuity, has decided to throw a birthday party for our 

good-natured, four-year-old Beagle named Winston. 
 It comes as no surprise that Winston is unaware the festivities 

are being held in his honor.  A cake was made that he 
will never enjoy.  The hat really wasn't for him either.  

We got more enjoyment out of him wearing it than he 
did.  At this moment the kids are in the basement 

playing pin-the-tail-on-the-donkey, an exercise Winston 

can’t participate in or even comprehend.  The one 
thing we did give him he abruptly buried in the yard.  

The party is in his honor, but it really isn’t for him. 
 The first value of our church (remember C.L.A.I.M.?) is to 

Celebrate God.  We do the worship part really well but truly celebrating 

Him includes all aspects of what pleases Him.  Among Jesus’ last words 
after His resurrection were instructions to preach repentance and 

forgiveness, and to make disciples.  That’s why our mission statement 
includes brining as many people as we can into our fellowship of hope.  

Unless we get this right, we aren’t really celebrating in His honor. 

 Since we aim to celebrate in His honor, let’s continue to focus 
our prayers and efforts on the seekers God sends our way! 

Our Worship Leader—Kim Wetzl 
 The second most visible 

person to a congregation is the 

worship leader.  The quality of 
music and the ability of the 

leader to direct the people 
toward God is crucial to the 

success of a new church. 

 Long before The Gate 
started to become a reality, Vanda and I were 

privileged to be led into worship at Old North 
Church several times by Kim and the band she 

leads—Asphalt 23.  We often commented on how 
she would be perfect for a church plant.  God 

apparently heard us! 

 Kim is currently a graphic artist and a Tae 
Kwon Do instructor.  She has already proved to be a 

crucial member of the launch team through worship 
leading and logo design.  It is our desire to hire her 

as our worship leader before the public launch.  She 

is already working to raise financial support to this 
end.  Please pray that God will encourage her and 

provide for the necessary financial needs. 

Pastor Dave & Vanda Knickerbocker ñ Church Planters 

Kim Wetzl ñ Worship Leader 


