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CHURCH NEWS

Membership Class— There are several people who attend
The Gate very faithfully each Sunday. But, we have no
members! We are very excited at the concept of having
membership classes early in January. They will consist of
two, two hour sessions that will focus on the vision of The
Gate, our core values and the beliefs about God that
motivate us in what we do.

Thanksgiving Doughnuts—Twelve Gaters met in the
parking lot of Columbiana High School on Thanksgiving
morning to collect their part of the 35 dozen Krispy Kreme
doughnuts to be taken to people in the community who
had to work on Thanksgiving Day. The police, fire
departments, hospitals, grocery stores and even drug
stores in Columbiana, Leetonia, North Lima and Salem
were very pleased to receive this “thank you”. It was our

opportunity to give back to the community with no strings
attached. Much like Jesus’ ministry in the Gospels! We
plan to do many more next year.

Funding Change— Please continue to pray for God’s
provision as we near the end of our $25,000 Seed Money
Grant from the Mideast Baptist Conference for our first
year. We are very thankful for the $5,000 we will receive
this coming year, but need to make up the funds through
our offering and friends of The Gate who have been so
generous in getting us started in our first year. As we
approach the end of this tax year, please consider
partnering with us again with a year-end contribution to
The Gate! Financial gifts can be made out to “The Gate”
and sent to the above address. Thank you!

Praise God for the generosity of The Gate
congregation! Our weekly offering has averaged around
$1,000—a large amount for such a young church. Those
who support our church are helping people who are
growing to the point of supporting ourselves, and
e}/entglally helping others start their churches for the glory
of God!

Thanks Marilyn, Tami and Rick!

When planting a church it is necessary to have
help from mission-minded people that have a heart for
winning people to Christ. Our plea was for people to join
our launch team for one year, and to return to their own
congregations after the launch.

God sent Marilyn Zishka, Tami Johnson and Rick
Rupe to us from Old North Church. They have put their
hearts and prayers into getting The Gate started, and we
couldn’t have done it without them. The rest of the
members of the launch team thank you, and the new
people to The Gate thank you. You have set an example
for all of us to follow, and we hope to honor God in the
same way by planting a new church with some of our
members in the new future! Blessings, friends!
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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave)

Choosing a gift for Vanda is more like a hunt than merely a common
act of consumerism. In the ten Christmases following our engagement, Vanda
would tell me precisely what she would like for Christmas. But, that’s too
easy! Besides, what’s the fun in opening a present when you already know
what’s inside? Whatever my lovely wife had suggested as a gift certainly
would not be purchased because it wouldn’t give me the opportunity to
display my incredible ability to know what my wife wanted without being told.
Sometimes | would be successful and other times a miserable failure, though
she’s too nice to actually say so.

Last year’s hunt was as close to a spiritual experience as shopping can
get (though many women out there, including Vanda, may
disagree!). No brilliant idea had come to light. An epiphany of
gift-giving brilliance was not to be had. Then Vanda’s words
miraculously came to mind: “A mp3 player or digital camera
would be wonderful!” My reply to her had been that she
would use either one for a couple months and then they
would be demoted to top-drawer status gifts, to be used only
on the very odd occasion. It finally occurred to me during that
uneventful shopping excursion that if | listened to her for once
she may actually love what she received. So, via my
partnership with her Dad who pitched in quite generously,
Vanda opened both an mp3 player and a digital camera as gifts on Christmas
Day. And you know what? They turned out to be just what she wanted (oddly
enough). And, she still uses them often to this very day!

Do you ever wonder what God thinks of the gifts we give Him? Do we
plan our church around what we think He wants, or even what we actually
want for ourselves, rather than what He tells us He wants from us? Jesus was
very clear to the apostles about what it is He wanted from them “ . . . You will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth. (Acts 1:8)”. The Great Commission is well known, but do we actively
measure our success on how many lives are changed or do we celebrate
accomplishments that have never concerned Him?

Now that the launch of The Gate is a few months behind us I've found
that I've begun to treat God like I've treated Vanda in the past. God wants us
to dream about the vision He has given us and to continue to strive to bring as
many people as we can into our fellowship of hope. So, in the New Year the
daz2 @S { Kc&npaigavildeexpanded upon through a sermon series on
the early chapters of Acts. In the New Year we will focus even more intently
on making our small groups (that have been doing very well!) evangelistically
productive so that we can fill in enough seats to move the rope back by the
first Sunday of February. This would take reaching 100 in attendance before
then (we averaged 68 per Sunday in November. Praise God!). And, we haven’t
forgotten about our dream to open a coffee house in the area! Please
continue to pray for God’s moving in our church. The Spirit has plans for
Columbiana, and we don’t want to miss out.

By the way, Vanda received a 2 gig memory card for her camera as a
birthday present from me this past year, and | had a blast giving it to her.
Ironically, the hunt for the perfect gift is far more exciting when it’s not about

the hunter. N N
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