
CHURCH NEWS 
Small Group Launch— Our small groups are alive and well!  The launch on October 21 
was celebrated with a very large cake (and yes, Kim did save some for the rest of us!) 
and a time following worship where people could meet with small group leaders.  
There are seven small groups that meet either weekly or semi-monthly with an 
emphasis on relationships that help us live life to the fullest extent through fellowship 
with each other. 
 
Funding Change— Please continue to pray for God’s provision as we near the 
end of our $25,000 Seed Money Grant from the Mideast Baptist Conference 
for our first year.  We are very thankful for the $5,000 we will receive this 
coming year, but need to make up the funds through our offering and friends 
of The Gate who have been so generous in getting us started in our first year.  
As we approach the end of this tax year, please consider partnering with us 
again with a year-end contribution to The Gate! 
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A Quick Thought (Pastor Dave) 

 I figure it had been over 25 years since I’d been in the 
ocean.  The last week of October, Vanda and I, via the 
graciousness of the Baptist General Conference, traveled to 
Myrtle Beach, S.C. for a church planter’s conference.  Our hotel 
was right on the beach!  I felt a deep sense of awe at God’s 
power as I looked out into the endless ocean and anticipated 
wave after wave, eagerly awaiting the one that would carry me 
several yards toward the sandy shore. 
 Vanda, on the other hand, embarked on her journey 
into this salty seaworld all the way up to her ankles, not at all 
interested in the wild experience promised by the ocean’s white foam that so enticed me.  My lovely wife preferred riding in an inner tube 
in the man-made waterway called (get this!) the Lazy River!  It is a narrow pool of water that winds around the base of the hotel, partly 

under the building and partly under the sun.  It’s riders enter the water via stairway, engineer a process to 
position themselves in the inner tube of their choice (which is certainly the most entertaining part of the 
journey!) and ride as the water leads them through the path marked out for them. 
 The level of excitement in our experience depends on the approach we take in being led.  In both 
Vanda’s and my experiences the travelers are led by the water.  But, Vanda’s choice could not give her the 
same level of excitement that mine did, which is okay because we went about our journeys with different 
expectations.  Our ability to live life to the full Is directly related to the expectations we have for our spiritual 
journey.  Are we okay with being comfortable (in 3.5 feet of water, not even getting our hair wet), or do we 
want to go out and find a wave to ride so that we can scream like a little girl (Dr. Reggie McNeal’s comment, 
not mine)? 
 At The Gate we’ve determined to live life to the fullest extent through faith In Jesus Christ, who 
challenges all of us to spread the Gospel so others can join 
in with us.  Just this past Sunday another person gave her 

life to Jesus Christ—and another journey begins!  After two months I can tell you that 
it’s been a wild ride, and it’s not going to finish for a long time to come. 
 “. . . Anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father (John 14:12).” 

Financial Support  
Budget per month $9,250 

Current raised amount $7,260 

Needed   $1,990 

Prayer  

¶ The ñunconvincedò in Columb/N. Lima 

¶ Kenny Wehrôs eyes  

¶ Financial support 

¶ Thank God for all Heôs done! 

Yes, the hot tub is turned on! 

Rumors of Another WorldτPhilip Yancey 
 Philip Yancey has been my favorite author for 
many years now.  His approach to knowing God is 
extremely honest and his insight is derived from a brilliant 
balance of the Bible and experience.  
Rumors explores the things of this world 
that point us to the fact of the next life.  
Yancey tackles the misinformed 
approached of reductionists, who break 
aspects of humanity down to their 
simplest form in an attempt to 
understand them, attempting to 
eradicate the mysteriousness of God.  
Christians who fall into this trap are 
missing out on the life God has for them!   

The 70% rule states that a church will stop growing 
when 70% of its chairs are full.  An average of 60 
people come on Sundays to The Gate.  We have 
roped off 143 of the 450 chairs because 70% of 143 
is 100.  When 100 come on a Sunday we’ll move 
the rope back a bit further and continue the 
process until the auditorium reaches capacity (or 

70% of it’s capacity!) and celebrate God’s goodness, because every empty chair 
represents somebody who needs Christ! 
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